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B-1 lQueens of Noise: The Runaways as Jungian

Archetypes in Japan and in Americal
Rodney A. Dunham (FFZILKE)

Rather than a straight-up research report, the presentation
began with the journey that lead to the current research. Similar
to the journey, the presentation may have been a bit erratic at
times. Audience perseverance and my use of many
pictures/graphics may have resulted in sufficient understanding.
Here, | represent the series of serendipitous coincidences
encountered on my journey while seeking to understand how
musicians acquire a royal title. The journey culminated in
assessment of the Runaways greater appeal in Japanese than the
West.

I first discovered the role of appeal in Daphne Harrison's book
Black Pearls: Blues Queens of the 1920s. Christopher Small
specified the site of such appeal is musicking: creating,
reinforcing, and celebrating through music the relationships
based on the participants' values. Mark Winborn, a practicing
Jungian therapist and blues enthusiast, showed in his book Deep
Blues: Human Soundscapes for the Archetypal Journey how the
blues reflects such values. Queens and other royals are the
catalysts.

As Queens of Noise, the Runaways represented another
musical genre and manifestation of such musicking. In the work
of Hayao Kawai, | found the explanation and means, but with
differences between Japan and the West, as Kawai showed in his
book on myths, fairy tales, and dreams. Japan's myths revolve
around Amaterasu as the matriarch in a triad of gods balanced

by Susand with "inactive" Tsukiyomi at the center: a "hollow-
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center balance” model. The West is patriarchal with Zeus
standing alone at the top. Representative fairy tales reflect
aspects of those myths: a forgiving female prohibitor, Otohime
in "Urashima Taro," versus a dominating male prohibitor,
"Bluebeard," who seeks death as punishment. Similarly, dragons
represent nature in Japan and evil in the West that must be slain
by the hero. Other aesthetic values Kawai explicated, Japan
versus the West respectively, are beauty, complete vs. perfect;
endings, beautiful vs. happy; nature, to be respected vs. to be
controlled; and individuality, amorphous/blending vs.
distinguishing. All of these factors combine to influence the
archetypes, defined by Carl Jung as images in our dreams and
desires. We are attracted to archetypes for various reasons,
including the need to fill a missing part of our psyche or to create
a balance. The "dragon-slaying" hero is a dominant Western
archetype, reflecting male dominance and individuality. The
Japanese psyche, in contrast, seeks balance, forgiveness, and
beauty (reflected in Nature and the collective). One related
archetype is the shadow: the hidden, repressed elements of the
psyche. Westerners tend to resist the shadow as ugly, evil, or
destructive. Japan accepts the shadow as completeness, natural.
This variance in shadow assessment is clearest in Kawai's
writing about dreams (which are central to Jung's psychotherapy
and understanding of archetypes) in Japan: interpretation of the
realms of reality and acceptance of flow.

The Runaways embodied many things that Kawai attributed
to the Japanese psyche. Embodying the shadow, they put their
flaws and contradictions on display rather than hide them,
sexuality being the most obvious. They didn't struggle or try to
overcome; they were just participants in music. In their Tokyo
shows, they were five individuals musicking together as a group
with no dominant leader: a hollow-centered balance; flowing,
not struggling; complete beauty, not perfect; being, not seeking.

Kawai noted that Nature in Japanese is written as H %,
formerly read as “jinen," which excludes the core notion of
Western and Jung's psychology: “ego.” On stage in Japan, the
Runaways had no ego: easily accepted by Japanese people,
rejected by Westerners. Even in their sexuality, the Runaways
were "specifically ambiguous" and unheroic. Further, the
oppression (denial of full humanness as outlined by Paulo Freire

and specified in Abraham Maslow's hierarchy of needs) they



encountered, i.e., not being accepted in the West as liberated
female, teenage musicians, was treated as part of their life flow,
of being. Rather than fight or accept such oppression, the
"Queens of Noise" merely made some noise: rock 'n' roll. As |
sang in the self-written song | used to summarize and to end the
presentation, "They just wanted to play."

(Rodney A. Dunham #5111 k%)
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